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PREFACE

In my 19 years of ministry, I never came across a challenge of such magnitude. I was
introduced to the lunar Sabbath doctrine when one precious family in my local church, which I
minister to, got trapped into it last year. By the grace of God, truth triumphed at the end, and they are
back to the fold.

Of late, I hear that many thousands of precious souls have left observing the seventh day
Saturday Sabbath and are observing the lunar Sabbath and feast days. And several others are confused
as to what is the real truth, after reading the erroneous materials on the internet.

One thing is certain that the lunar Sabbath doctrine is not truth and is not from God, because it
does not convince people but it confuses them! When something is truth even a child can grasp it. But
the lunar Sabbath doctrine defies simple reasoning and math as well.

As creation was an easier process for God than redemption, to get someone to the truth is
easier than to get them back to the truth. But with God all things are possible.

It is my sincere hope and prayer that this book would be a tool in the hand of God that wins
many precious souls back to the truth of the Sabbath.

I dedicate this book to all who are struggling to see the light.

Michael Pedrin
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CHAPTER 1
THE CHALLENGE

N- ~ e know that the biggest deception is yet in the future—when Satan impersonates

Christ. Why does Satan do so? He does it in a desperate attempt to get one class of people who have
not been a prey to his guiles. They are ready to receive the seal of the living God and be declared
secured for eternity. He wants to have a last go at them.

In vivid details the pen of inspiration lays down this warning message. “As the crowning act
in the great drama of deception, Satan himself will personate Christ.... he claims to have changed the
Sabbath to Sunday, and commands all to hallow the day which he has blessed. He declares that those
who persist in keeping holy the seventh day are blaspheming his name by refusing to listen to his
angels sent to them with light and truth. This is the strong, almost overmastering delusion” {GC88
624.1}.

We are warned about great perplexity and confusion creeping in as a part of the enemy’s
strategy to derail the precious faith of the saints.

“The days are fast approaching when there will be great perplexity and confusion. Satan,
clothed in angel robes, will deceive, if possible, the very elect. ... Every wind of doctrine will be
blowing” {Mar 200.3}.

God will purge His church and He has many ways to do it. One of it we are told is by the
introduction of false doctrines. “When the shaking comes, by the introduction of false theories, these
surface readers, anchored nowhere, are like shifting sand. They slide into any position to suit the tenor
of their feelings of bitterness” TM 112 (1897).

The lunar Sabbath deception

Of late a strange doctrine seems to be trapping many precious souls into a great deception.
Many times in the last century it has tried to pop up. But since a decade or so it has gained momentum
and it seems to be spreading rapidly on the internet.

From the book of Revelation we know that the final issue will be the Seal of God versus the
Mark of the Beast—the true Sabbath verses the false Sabbath.

Why does Satan impose the Sunday law? The only reason is to force the true Sabbath keepers
to stop keeping God’s day holy. The rest of the world he doesn’t need to force—he has deceived them
already, and they are not keeping the true day.

As the Sunday law is to force Sabbath keepers into disobedience of the true Sabbath, the lunar
Sabbath doctrine is to deceive the Sabbath keepers into disobedience of the true Sabbath. The targets
of both are Seventh Day Adventists.

It is claimed that many tens of thousands of Seventh Day Adventists have left the faith and
have aligned themselves to this new theory. A website, which was, till late, staunchly defending the
true Saturday Sabbath, has moved into the grand deception of the lunar Sabbath doctrine. They boast
of over 90,000 members who are with them, in a period of less than a year. There are several other
websites, and independent ministries, who are former Seventh Day Adventists that are promoting this
spurious doctrine.



The Issues

What are the issues and challenges of the lunar Sabbath doctrine?

They agree that the seventh day of the week is the Sabbath. But they say that the seventh day
of the week is not Saturday, nor is it Sunday. Neither is it seventh day Sabbath fixed on Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday!

They say the Gregorian calendar that we are using now to identify the weekly Sabbath is not in
harmony with the Biblical calendar. The solar Gregorian calendar which we use, have the weeks that
are continuous. They claim that the weeks during the Bible times were based on the luni-solar
calendar, and the weeks don’t run continuously for more than four weeks.

How is the luni-solar calendar different from the Gregorian solar calendar that we use today?
The Gregorian calendar is not guided by the phases of the moon. The new moon can fall on any date
of our months. The months in our calendar have 30 or 31 days, and in February—28 or 29 days.

In the luni-solar calendar the new moon begins a new month, and the months have 29 or 30
days. Why it is that one month has 29 days, and the next month 30 days? Because it about 29.5 days
from one new moon to the next new moon. Since we cannot have a half-a-day they alternate between
29 and 30 days.

Now 12 lunar months (of 29.5 days each month) will be about 354 days; that is close to 11
days short of the a solar year that has about 365 days.

As the solar calendar adds one day (Feb. 29th) every 4th year, the luni-solar calendar adds 1
extra month (13th month) every 2 or 3 years. In a 19-year period they add 7 months extra.

In our calendar, the days of the week are independent of the months. Whether a month has 28
or 29 or 30 or 31 days it does not affect the weekly cycle. The weekly cycle is a continuous cycle. And
the Sabbath comes every seventh day of the week regardless of the number of days in a month.

The lunar Sabbatarians say that the week is regulated by the new moon. Now the new moon is
the beginning of a month, in the Bible. According to them, the week-count begins the next day of the
new moon. So the first day of the week is the 2nd day of the month. Therefore the first Sabbath of the
month will be on the 8th of the month.

The Sabbaths are therefore fixed for them. It is always on 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th of every
month. And the 1st of every month is the new moon.

Lunar months alternate 29 and 30 days most of the time. So 6 times of the year it has a 30-day
month. What do they do with the extra day—the 30th day? (As 29th is their fixed Sabbath, and first is
new moon). They call the extra day as, transition day, or repairing day or the translation day of the
new moon.

Two or three categories of days?

We believe that there are just 2 kinds of days—6 work days and the seventh day Sabbath. At
no time in our calendar the Sabbath can come on the week day. That’s because they are 2 distinct
days.

They believe there are 3 kinds of days—6 work days, the Sabbath day, and the new moon day.
They quote a verse in Ezekiel, which says,

“Thus saith the Lord GOD; The gate of the inner court that looketh toward the east shall be
shut the six working days; but on the Sabbath it shall be opened, and in the day of the new moon it
shall be opened.” Ezekiel 46:1

In our present calendar the new moon can fall on a Sabbath, (and it does once in a while).
And—based on the above text of Ezekiel 46:1—the gates have to be opened on new moon days and
Sabbath days. So it is no problem. The gates can be opened.

Again, based on our present calendar, the new moon can also fall on the 6 work days of the
week (and most of the time it is so). But if the new moon falls on one of the 6 work days of the week,
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what has to be done—keep the gates opened or closed? The text in Ezekiel says—keep it open 6
working days, and keep it closed on the new moon days. So do we keep it opened or closed?

They say it is solved only when we consider the new moon as a 3rd category of a day in the
month. The 3 categories of the days are—the new moon, 6 work days of the week and the seventh day
Sabbath. They are 3 distinct days—they don’t overlap one another, they say.

According to the lunar Sabbatarians the new moon day, therefore, doesn’t fall on a Sabbath, or
on the 6 working days of the week. It is the 1st day of the month. The first day is a worship day like
the Sabbath, but is not a Sabbath day, neither is it a work day of the week.

If that is the case—that the new moon day is a separate day, that does not fall on the 6
working—then there is a serious problem. Then Saturday cannot be the seventh day of the week, it
cannot be the Sabbath!

According to the Bible the new moon is always the 1st day of the month. The new moon starts
a new month. The word month comes from the word moon. And according the lunar Sabbatarians
since the new moon is not a Sabbath, neither is it a work day of the week, the work days of the week
and the Sabbaths of the month are fixed on particular dates of the month, just like the new moon.

The lunar Sabbatarians say the weekly Sabbath are always fixed on 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th of
each and every lunar month, without any exceptions. According to them, the Biblical calendar is like
this. 1st is the new moon, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th are Sabbaths, (and if there is 30th, it is translation
day of the new moon—it is an extra day of the new moon). And the remaining days are the work days
of the week.

The two proofs: the manna and the crucifixion

The lunar Sabbatarians provide at least two “proofs”, to show that the Sabbaths always fall on
one of the above dates mentioned.

The Old Testament proof they show is the manna, and the New Testament proof they show is
the days of the week in the crucifixion account.

When did the children of Israel arrive at the wilderness of sin?

Exodus 16:1 “And they took their journey from Elim, and all the congregation of the children
of Israel came into the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the
second month after their departing out of the land of Egypt.”

When did God promise to give manna?

Exodus 16:12 “I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel: speak unto them, saying,
at even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that [ am
the LORD your God.”

Based on the above two verses they claim that the manna started to be given on 16th morning.

Did God give them manna on the Sabbath?

Exodus 16:26 “Six days ye shall gather it; but on the seventh day, which is the Sabbath, in it
there shall be none.”

If the commencement of the manna was on the 16th day of the month and that was the 1st day
of manna giving, then the,
17th was the 2nd day of manna,
18th was the 3rd day of manna,
19th was the 4th day of manna,
20th was the 5th day of manna,
21st was the 6th day of manna,
22nd was the seventh day, no manna, because it was the Sabbath.

So if 22™ of that month was a Sabbath, next Sabbath would be 7 days later—the 29th. The
previous Sabbath before 22nd would be 7 days earlier—the 15th, and the previous Sabbath before 15th
would be 7 days before that, the 8th of the month. This is their solid Old Testament proof that the
Sabbaths are fixed always on 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th of each and every month.
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Their New Testament proof is the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Jesus died on the Passover day.
And the Passover day is always on the 14th day of the first Jewish month.

Leviticus 23:5 “In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD'S Passover.”

The next day after Jesus died was 15th day of the first month. And wasn’t it the seventh day
Sabbath? Luke calls the day Jesus died as the preparation day and the next day was the Sabbath, Luke
wrote.

Luke 23:54 “And that day was the preparation, and the Sabbath drew on.”

If the 15th day of that month was a Sabbath, then 7 days before that was 8th. And 7 days after
15th was 22nd, and 7 days after 22nd was 29th. So even in the month Jesus died you have the 8th,
15th, 22nd and 29th as Sabbaths!

These two great “proofs” from the Old and New Testament make their point—that Sabbaths
are always fixed on 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th as almost indisputable! They have other narrations from
scripture that they use to further prove that the Sabbaths are fixed on the above mentioned dates. But
those other narrations are not as direct as the manna and crucifixion accounts. We will look at the
other accounts later.

Another Issue

Another serious issue the lunar Sabbatarians have raised is the reckoning of a Biblical day. We
believe a day is counted from sunset to sunset. But they say that a day is reckoned from sunrise to
sunrise. They show many texts, but here are a few.

“And the people stood up all that day, and all that night, and all the next day, and they
gathered the quails.” Numbers 11:32

In the above text we have “that day”, “that night”, and “the next day”. What they are saying is
there are two days mentioned in the above verse—*that day” and “next day”, and one night in between
called “that night”. If a new day begins at night (after sunset) then the night should be called “next
night”. Since it is called “that night” it is a proof to them that the night belonged to the previous day
and not the next day. So a day should be from sunrise to sunrise and not sunset to sunset, according to
them.

Also, they quote the killing of the Passover lamb which was on the 14th day of the first month.

Leviticus 23:5 “In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD'S Passover.”

We know from the scriptures that the death angel would come at night. Now look at the
wordings of the scripture carefully.

Exodus 12:12 “For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night.”

The lunar Sabbatarians say if at sunset a new day begins, and God was visiting His judgments
on the Egyptians at midnight, the night should be referred to as the next night. By calling the night of
14th as this night, it indicates that the night belonged to 14th and not 15th! That is another proof for
them that a new day is reckoned from sunrise to sunrise. They quote other similar texts as well.

12 hours Sabbath?

They also say that the Sabbath is only the daylight part, just 12 hours, and not 24 hours. They
say, nowhere the scripture mentions Sabbath night, it only says, Sabbath day.

Just like we believe that the Sabbath ends at sunset, the lunar Sabbatarians too believe the
same. But we say it’s from sunset to sunset, but they say it is from sunrise to sunset. The sunset ending
is clearly indicated in the ministry of Jesus while He was working miracles. When Jesus was healing
the people on the Sabbath day, the leaders of Israel told the people not to come for healing on the
Sabbath day.

“And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because that Jesus had healed on
the Sabbath day, and said unto the people, There are six days in which men ought to work: in them
therefore come and be healed, and not on the Sabbath day” (Luke 13:14).
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That is the reason we see people coming to Jesus after sunset.

“And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto him all that were diseased, and them
that were possessed with devils. And he healed many that were sick of divers diseases, and cast out
many devils” (Mark 1:32, 34).

So ending at sunset is not an issue for either group. The difference is when does the Sabbath
begin—at sunset or sunrise?

Since for them, all the days begin at sunrise the Sabbath too begins at sunrise. They quote the
story of the giving of the manna to prove that Sabbath started in the morning.

“And he said unto them, this is that which the LORD hath said, Tomorrow is the rest of the
holy Sabbath unto the LORD” (Exodus 16:23)

They say, if Sabbath was to begin at sunset, Moses should have said, “Tonight is the rest of the
holy Sabbath”. But Moses said, “Tomorrow is the rest...”

The main points

These are the main points in the lunar Sabbath challenge.
a) The Sabbaths are fixed on 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th of every month in the Bible.
b) A day is reckoned from sunrise to sunrise and not sunset to sunset.
¢) The holy hours of the Sabbath are only the 12 hours of the daylight, and not the night hours.

www.ClearBibleAnswers.org



CHAPTER 2
WHEN DOES A DAY BEGIN?

N- ~ e Say a Biblical day begins at sunmset. It’s from sunset to sunset. The lunar

Sabbatarians say a Biblical day begins from sunrise. They say it’s from sunrise to sunrise.

Let us investigate

What was there first—darkness or light in the first chapter of the Genesis creation record?

Genesis 1:2 “And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the
deep.”

Darkness was there even before the light was introduced. Logically speaking, light that came
later cannot be placed ahead of darkness, in regard to time. That is exactly what the word of God says
about each creation day—darkness first, light next.

God then proceeds to make two distinct periods of time, previously only one existed—
darkness.

Genesis 1:3, 4 “And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw the light,
that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.”

God then names those two periods of time.

Genesis 1:5 “And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.”

So “light” and “day” are synonyms and “darkness” and “night” are synonyms.

Genesis 1:5 “And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening
and the morning were the first day.”

There are only two segments in the 24-hour orbit of the earth—Ilight and darkness. We now
have different terminologies for the two segments of time in the above verse of Genesis 1:5—light,
day, darkness, night, evening, morning. Light & day & morning are synonyms. Darkness & night &
evening are synonyms.

Look at the order of the two periods of time.

Genesis 1:5 “And the evening and the morning were the first day.”

There are only two periods of time—darkness/night/evening and light/day/morning. So,
“evening and morning” means night and day, or darkness and light.

How do we know that “the evening and the morning” of Genesis chapter one embraces a 24-
hour period and not a 12-hour period, as the lunar Sabbatarians believe?

This same phrase of “the evening and the morning” is used also in the book of Daniel, and it is
clearly a 24-hour period there. This is the only other place apart from Genesis chapter one where the
phrase “the evening and the morning” is used.

Daniel 8:26 “And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told is true: wherefore
shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many days.”

How many days are “the evening and the morning” of Daniel?

Daniel 8:14 “And he said unto me, unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the
sanctuary be cleansed.”
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The word “days” in Daniel 8:14, is the same word in the Hebrew original in Daniel 8:26 where
it is translated as “the evening and the morning”. And the Hebrew word is “ereb boqger” which are the
exact words used in the Genesis chapter one where it is translated as “the evening and the morning”.

The 2300 evenings and mornings are 2300 full 24-hour period. The lunar Sabbatarians also
agree to this. If “the evening and the morning” is a 12-hour period only, the 2300 evenings and
mornings would be just 1150 days (half of 2300 days), and would end in 694 AD instead of 1844 AD.

So if the lunar Sabbatarians agree to the 2300 evenings and mornings as 2300 twenty-four hour
day, then it is inconsistent to interpret “the evening and the morning” of Genesis as just compassing 12
hours.

From the very first chapter of the Bible we see when a new day begins. It begins in “the
evening”, at darkness.
The Unleavened Bread

Leviticus 23:6 “And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread
unto the LORD: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread.”

So the feast of the unleavened bread starts on the 15th day and it continues for 7 days. If a
reckoning of a 24 hour-day begins at sunrise, then it has to start on the 15th morning. But, as we saw
in the Genesis creation record a 24-hour day begins at “evening”. Notice when the 15th day begins.

Exodus 12:18, 19 “In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at even, ye shall eat
unleavened bread, until the one and twentieth day of the month at even. Seven days shall there be no
leaven found in your houses.”

Genesis gave us the rule of 4ow to reckon a day, and from when to reckon it. Exodus confirms
the same reckoning—it’s from “evening” to “evening”.

The Day of Atonement

Leviticus 23:27 “Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of atonement:
it shall be a holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by
fire unto the LORD.”

Notice when does the tenth day begin according to God—on the 10th morning or the 9th
evening?

Leviticus 23:32 “It shall be unto you a Sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: in the
ninth day of the month at even, from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your Sabbath.”

Here we have—form the first 3 books in a row—Genesis, Exodus and Leviticus, all attesting to
the “evening” as the beginning of a new day!

The Time of Nehemiah

Nehemiah 13:19 “And it came to pass, that when the gates of Jerusalem began to be dark
before the Sabbath, I commanded that the gates should be shut, and charged that they should not be
opened till after the Sabbath: and some of my servants set I at the gates, that there should no burden be
brought in on the Sabbath day.”

The Sabbath begins when it is dark, when the sun is set. “Began to be dark™ is the time when
the sun is beginning to set, just before the Sabbath. The gates were closed just before the Sabbath
commenced.

The above phrase “began to be dark before the Sabbath” clearly indicates that the Sabbath
began when it was dark. “Began to be dark” means the darkness was imminent—darkness followed.
Not later, but immediately.

“Before the Sabbath” means—the Sabbath was imminent—the Sabbath followed. Not later,
but immediately.
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The Crucifixion

A person worthy of death was to be hanged on a tree. But God instructed His people to follow
a procedure. They were not to remain hanging at night.

Deuteronomy 21:22, “And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be to be put
to death, and thou hang him on a tree: His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt
in any wise bury him that day; (for he that is hanged is accursed of God;) that thy land be not defiled,
which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance.”

Joshua followed this rule when he hanged the king of Ai.

Joshua 8:29, “And the king of Ai he hanged on a tree until eventide: and as soon as the sun was
down, Joshua commanded that they should take his carcass down from the tree.”

At the time of Jesus this rule was followed as well.

John 19:31, “The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not
remain upon the cross on the Sabbath day, (for that Sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that
their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.”

The bodies hadn’t to remain on the cross during any night. How much more when it is a
Sabbath night!

If the Sabbath only began at sunrise, then why were they rushing to break the legs of the
thieves and take then down from the cross nearly 15 hours before the Sabbath began?

There is no command in the Old Testament that the bodies should not remain on the cross on
the Sabbath. The command was that the bodies should not remain on the cross at night. They did not
say, in John 19:31, that the bodies should not remain on the cross at night, but they said, that “the
bodies should not remain upon the cross on the Sabbath day”. This clearly implies that the Sabbath
started that night, at sunset, and not at sunrise.

Luke 23:52, 54, “This man went unto Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus... And that day was
the preparation, and the Sabbath drew on.”

Another version puts it this way.

Luke 23:54, “It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning.” (RSV)

“The Sabbath drew on” or “The Sabbath was beginning” does not make sense if the Sabbath
was beginning nearly 15 hours /ater!

This again shows that the Sabbath began not at sunrise, but at sunset, the end of the 6th day.

The Resurrection

The apostle John gives us the period during which Mary Magdalene visited the sepulcher to
anoint the body of Jesus.

John 20:1, “The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark,
unto the sepulcher, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulcher.”

When it was “yet dark” means the sunrise has not yet taken place. John calls this time, the time
before sunrise, as “the first day of the week”.

This proves that the first day of the week started even before the sun could rise! That means the
first day of the week, according to John, did not start at sunrise, but sunset the previous night.

The 3rd day Resurrection

Mark 9:31, “For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, The Son of man is delivered into
the hands of men, and they shall kill him; and after that he is killed, he shall rise the third day.”
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The lunar Sabbatarians agree that Jesus died on Friday, the 6th day of the week, at 3 pm.
According to the above text of Mark 9:31, after Christ is killed, the 3rd day He would rise.

The day of His death was Friday (sixth day of the week), the next day of His death was
Saturday (seventh day of the week), and the third day was Sunday (the first day of the week).

If sunrise is the beginning of a new day, according to the lunar Sabbatarians (and not sunset),
then Jesus rose on the 2nd day, and not 3rd day! Here it is. John wrote:

John 20:1 “The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark,
unto the sepulcher, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulcher.”

If the stone was removed from the sepulcher while it was “yet dark”, it means Jesus rose while
it was “yet dark™!

Let’s count it from the lunar Sabbatarians’ viewpoint. On the sixth day of week Jesus died—
Ist day of His death; the seventh day of the week Jesus rested—2nd day from His death; the first day
of the next week Jesus rose—before sunrise (still second day).

If sunrise begins a new day then Jesus rose on the 2nd day and not the 3rd day!

Sabbath—12 hours or 24 hours?

The lunar Sabbatarians believe that the holy hours of the Sabbath are just 12 hours and not 24
hours. The reason they do it is because if the Sabbath is 24 hours then the quails pose a very big
problem. The lunar Sabbatarians believe that the 15th of any month in the Bible was a Sabbath. But
God sent quails on the 15th!

Exodus 16:1, 13 “...on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departing out of the
land of Egypt.... And it came to pass, that at even the quails came up, and covered the camp”

So how do they escape? Since quails came in the evening, after sunset, they came up with this
theory that the holy hours of the Sabbath are only the daylight part and not the dark part! This is what
they say.

“Have you ever heard of a Sabbath night mentioned in Scripture or were we only
told to remember the seventh DAY?” www.creationcalendar.com “When does scripture say a day
begins?”

That explanation is totally unacceptable and illogical. For example when a person is born in the
night, it is still called birthday and not birthnight! Don’t people have birthday celebrations in the night
as well—is that wrong? It doesn’t matter at what part of the 24 hours period an event occurred, it is
still called—Independence Day, Liberation Day, Anniversary Day, etc. And those who work on night
shifts, while on vacation, they say I am on holidays, and not holinights! Because it is called Sabbath
day, to conclude there is no Sabbath night is absurd!

The day before the Sabbath is called the preparation day.

Mark 15:42 “And now when the even was come, because it was the preparation, that is, the day
before the Sabbath”.

If the Sabbath hours are only from sunrise to sunset (12 hours), then why do we need a
preparation day, just the preparation night would be all that was required!

The Muslims, who have one month fasting from sunrise to sunset (12 hours), manage just
during the thirty nights to do all the preparation required for the 30 day/ights of fasting!

Having a preparation night, instead of preparation day, would make sense if the Sabbath is just
12 hours!

Day means daylight part only?

The lunar Sabbatarians keep emphasizing that a “day” in the Bible is only the daylight part of
it and not the night.

“The word day means light only”. www.creationcalendar.com, “When Does Scripture Say a
Day Begins?”
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They forget to realize that the word “day” has more than one meaning in scripture and also in
the English and other languages too.

Yes “day” could mean—the daylight period when the sun shines, in contrast to the night, the
dark part.

John 11:9, “Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in the day,
he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world?”

But “day”, in scripture, could also mean 24 hours period—the dark part and the light part
combined.

Exodus 12:15, 18 “Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread.... In the first month, on the
fourteenth day of the month at even, ye shall eat unleavened bread, until the one and twentieth day of
the month at even.”

So here, seven days means seven days and seven nights. Day, in scriptures could also mean a
bigger period of time.

2 Corinthians 6:2 “For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of
salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of
salvation.”

Can anyone say that since salvation is called the “day” of salvation one cannot accept the
gospel message in the night?

The lunar Sabbatarians keep saying, “Day means day”, and “night means night”—you can’t
make day as night and night as day. Then what do they do with this text?

2 Peter 3:10 “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night”.

Though the Lord comes as a thief in the night, it is called “the day of the lord”, and not “the
night of the Lord”!

They said, as quoted earlier, “The word day means light only”. Then what about the words of
Jesus in gospel of Mark?

Mark 14:30, “And Jesus saith unto him, Verily I say unto thee, that this day, even in this night,
before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice.”

The above statement was made during the night hours after the Lord’s Supper was over, while
they were heading towards Gethsemane. And Christ called the night as day! They have nothing to say
for this. Would they like to accuse Jesus of doing this?

The lunar Sabbatarians are twisting simple math. In the website, www.creationcalendar.com,
“When Does Scripture Say a Day Begins?” this is what they say. “According to Leviticus 8:35, Aaron
and his sons were to remain at the door of the Tabernacle, “day and night, seven days”. How many
nights did they remain?

(A) - Six nights. Count ’em...
D-N-D-N-D-N-D-N-D-N-D-N-D”
(D for Day, N for night)

First, please note that they are mistaken, and then let’s expose their mathematical tricks. The
“day and night, seven days” ends on the eighth day and not on the seventh day. Just two verses later,
in the very first verse of the next chapter, Moses writes about the day when Aaron and his sons came
out of the Tabernacle.

Leviticus 9:1 “And it came to pass on the eighth day...”

So if it ended on the eighth day, the seventh night is included in the “day and night, seven
days” period!

Let us see a parallel reckoning of time. For how long did it rain in Noah’s time?

Genesis 7:12 “And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights.”

A little further down the Bible uses a little different method of counting.

Genesis 7:17 “And the flood was forty days upon the earth”.

When we compare the above two passages, it is no contradiction to us. Forty days equals to
forty days and forty nights. But for the lunar Sabbatarians, who say, “The word day means light only”,
this is a problem! Did it rain just during the light hours as per Genesis 7:17? Or did it rain during the
light and dark hours as per Genesis 7:12? Or were there two floods—one for forty days only, and the
other for forty days and forty nights?
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From creation to resurrection we have clear proofs from the word of God, that a Biblical day is
counted from “evening to evening” from sunset to sunset, and not from sunrise to sunrise!
Also, we have seen, the word “day” doesn’t always mean the “light part” when the sun shines.
“Day” also means the dark and light part combined as well, apart from having other meanings too.

Only Twelve hours of worship?

The lunar Sabbatarians use the text of Psalm 113:3 to prove that Sabbath worship is just twelve
hours—from sunrise to sunset.

“If the celebration of our Sabbath days and our new moons (Isaiah 66:23) begins in the
evening when the sun is going down, why would Our Creator state that all nations shall praise His
Name and worship Him from the “rising of the sun until the going down of the same (sun)”? From the
rising of the sun unto the going down of the same YHVH’s name is to be praised (Psalm 113:3).

(A) If the Sabbath started in the evening, as many of our people believe, then this verse would make
no sense whatsoever.” www.creationcalendar.com, “When Does Scripture Say a Day Begins?”

The above quoted verse or even the entire Psalm of 113 does not mention about Sabbath or
Sabbath worship at all! If that text of Psalm 113:3 is the recommended time to worship God, what
about Psalm 55, which comes before Psalm 113?

“Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear my voice.”
Psalm 55:17

This looks more like Sabbath worship, for it starts at evening, then morning and then noon. But
we don’t interpret scriptures based on assumptions. If Psalm 113:3 is the recommended time of
worship for them, then what about Paul and Silas praising God at midnight?

“And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard
them” (Acts 16:25).

This text of Acts 16 looks more likely a congregation at worship than Psalm 113. In Acts 16
there was a gathering of people (prisoners) present too apart from Paul and Silas—preachers and
singers! And, it was a midnight service and not midday!

Again, we don’t build our doctrines on assumptions! We build our doctrine on the plain
command of Scripture which says, “From even unto even, shall ye celebrate your Sabbath” (Leviticus
23:32).

“The evening and the morning” of Genesis one

What do the lunar Sabbatarians have to say to these many clear-cut proofs that we have for a
sunset reckoning? We will now look at their explanations to the texts we have quoted, and see why
their interpretations are flawed, and not sound. This is what they say.

“The Genesis account defines the day as evening and morning, which are the two parts of
"daylight", and have nothing at all to do with the night.” www.worldslastchance.com, “Three Months
in a Row”.

“Evening and morning is not synonymous with night and day, but rather evening and
morning are two halves of the "daylight" hours”. www.worldslastchance.com, “Three Months in a
Row”™.

“The evening together with the morning make up the first daylight. This is a simple math
equation: .5 + .5 = 1 whole daylight. Therefore the first daylight was made up of two parts, morning
and evening. Morning begins at dawn and ends at noon; evening begins at noon and ends at sunset.”
www.worldslastchance.com, “When does a day begin?”

If God meant by the phrase “the evening and the morning” are the “two halves of the
“daylight” hours”, as they claim, there was an easier way of putting it. God should have said the other
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way round— “the morning and the evening” was the first day, etc, and not “the evening and the
morning”! Was God calculating backwards?

The lunar Sabbatarians say, “The evening together with the morning make up the first
daylight”. But the Bible says, “And the evening and the morning were the first day” (Genesis 1:5).

The Bible doesn’t say “first daylight”, it just says “first day”! They are making people believe
something that the Bible does not say!

The lunar Sabbatarians say, “The Genesis account defines the day as evening and morning,
which are the two parts of "daylight", and have nothing at all to do with the night.”

Now look at a story where God sent quails in the evening and manna in the morning.

“At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know
that [ am the LORD your God.” Exodus 16:12

The quails came on the 15th evening (they agree to it). If evening and morning are the “two
parts of the daylight”, did the quails come at the daylight of 15th? And if quails came during the
daylight of 15th, then by their own rule the quails came on the Sabbath daylight! (For them 15th
daylight of any month is a Sabbath). That would be the end of all issues regarding the lunar Sabbaths!

So you see how they have misinterpreted the Genesis reckoning of time—*the evening and the
morning”.

The Unleavened Bread

Let us see how they twist the calculation of the feast of the unleavened bread

Leviticus 23:6 “And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread
unto the LORD: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread.”

Exodus 12:18, 19 “In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at even, ye shall eat
unleavened bread, until the one and twentieth day of the month at even. Seven days shall there be no
leaven found in your houses.”

From the above passage of scriptures we understand the feast was to be celebrated from
fourteenth day evening to the twenty first day evening, a total of seven days. Now look at how they are
twisting the simple statement of scriptures to fit in their ideas.

“Unleavened bread was eaten on the 14th day of the first month at even, with the rest of the
Passover meal (Exodus 12:8) and was to be eaten until the 21st at even. This is parts of 8 days, yet
Exodus 12:15 says to eat it for seven days. And so it is. The day part of the 14th is over when eaten on
the 14th, so unleavened bread is only eaten on “DAYS” 15 throug